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Lesson/ Pastor Rukiya Mathis Wright
Water Baptism

1. Means of Grace 

Baptism, as a symbolic burial, fits very naturally into this order of things. The question we must look into is whether baptism is only a ritual burial- a purely physical drama, or is it an actual means of grace- does it do anything to the person being “baptized?”

The experience of Naaman in the river Jordan gives us some fascinating hints on this question. He went into the river afflicted with the serious skin disorder called leprosy-the disease that symbolized sin throughout Old and New Testaments. God’s prescription for its cure was for him to dip himself seven times in the river; the Greek translation of the Old Testament (the Septuagint, often abbreviated as LXX) used the word ebaptisato meaning baptized which simply means “dipped”.

This humiliating little drama is full of symbolism. The Jordan plainly represents death because it terminated in the Dead Sea, the lowest body of water on the face of the earth, 300 meters below the level of the Mediterranean Sea. The only escape for the water is by evaporation leaving rich deposits of inorganic salts which prevent the growth of vegetation of any kind. It is the truly dead sea! Joshua and Elisha (who commanded Naaman’s baptism) both began their public ministry by crossing this river dryshod, and here Jesus himself would later be baptized, identifying himself with sinners, in preparation for his own ministry as Messiah. Highly symbolic indeed!
But, something also actually happened to Naaman!
“His flesh was__________________ and became _________________like that of a ______________     ________________.” (2 Kings 5:14)

Nor was he the last to experience physical healing in the act of baptism.

Although Scripture nowhere promises that complete healing will always occur in the event of baptism, it does promise the spiritual imparting of grace. It was not intended merely to be an external drama for the benefit of spectators.

A. Salvation from an Old Order
a. The Red Sea Crossing

The apostle Paul told the Christians at Corinth that the historic crossing of the Red Sea by Moses and the children of Israel was a specific foreshadowing of baptism into Christ.

“Our forefathers were all ______________ the cloud … they all passed __________ the sea. They were all __________________ into Moses ________ the cloud and _____________ the sea.” (I Corinthians 10:1-2)

A few days before that they had been saved from death by the blood of the Passover lamb (Exodus 12). But by the event of baptism something else happened-

“that day the Lord ____________ Israel __________ the hands of _______   ___________. (Exodus 14:30)

Although not a drop of water had touched them they looked back to watch the full weight of the water of the sea swamp and bury their old master, Pharaoh and all his slave-drivers. They were saved from the house of bondage by baptism.
We too are saved from hell by the blood of Jesus but saved from the world by baptism (Acts 2:38, 40)

b. Noah’s Flood

The apostle Peter chose an earlier historic event as a foreshadowing of Christian baptism. In the ark

“a few people, eight in all, were _______   __________  ____________ and this water symbolizes baptism that now __________  ___________ also … It _______________    _____________ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.      (I Peter 3:20-21)

a
In the ark Noah and his family were saved through the devastating flood-waters from a society that had become so corrupt as to demand drastic divine judgment.
c. Believer’s Baptism

When Jesus commissioned his disciples to take the gospel to every nation, he promised that 

“whoever believes and is ______________ will be _______, but whoever does not ______________ will be condemned” [even if baptized].           (Mark 16:16)

So we can say Jesus taught salvation through baptism. But salvation has many facets. Salvation from what? Not salvation from hell because that was secured for us by the precious blood of the Passover Lamb of God. But salvation from the world’s rat race. That is why Peter exhorted the 3,000 enquirers in the day of Pentecost to be baptized-

“Repent and be baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ … Save yourselves _____________ this ___________  ____________”. (Acts 2:38, 40)

The act of baptism is designed to be a burning of bridges behind us as we step out of the corrupt generation of godless society.
B. Initiation into a New Age

The word baptism when used in everyday speech suggests initiation.

a. Jesus’ Baptism in Jordan
We must not suppose that the opening sentence of Mark’s gospel merely means, “I am about to start writing the story of Jesus.” What the writer tells us is:

“The ______________ of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God … “I will send my messenger ahead of you who will  ______________ your way ... the way for the Lord…” And so John came ______________ … 

“At that time Jesus… was _______________ by John. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being _________  __________ and the Spirit descending on him like a dove”. (Mark 1:1-11)

Mark is saying that the foundation, or beginning, of the gospel is the preparing of the way of baptism. And when Jesus was baptized a new age dawned. As John the priest (Luke 1:5, 59-60) laid his hands on Jesus the Lamb of God (John 1:29) and buried him in Jordan’s waters of death, heaven was torn apart. In a similar way the veil of death-the hidden glory of God could now be revealed from the holy of holies of the heaven of heavens. (Compare Luke 16:16). “The last days” had begun (Acts 2:17)

b. Noah’s Deliverance
After their baptism in the Flood, Noah and his family stepped out of the ark into a new age (I Peter 3:20-22), the judgment of the Almighty having completed its work on the old world of wickedness.

“By water also the ____________  _____  ______  ________ was deluged and destroyed”. (2 Peter 3:6)

c. The Red Sea Exodus

The nation of Israel was born as a free nation and began a new era of its history when they were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea (ICor 10:1-2). To this day the Jews celebrate their nation’s beginnings in the Passover meal when they relive this momentous exodus from Egypt’s slavery into freedom under Moses.

So it becomes plain to us that in the act of baptism a believer identifies himself with Christ’s  death and resurrection and steps out of Adam’s bankrupt and corrupt family to enter into the benefits of the new age of the kingdom of heaven.
Christ gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age (Galatians 1:4).
As we become joined to him in baptism we

“taste…the powers of the coming age”. (Hebrews 6:5)

Meanwhile we live in the overlap of the two ages. Although our mortal bodies restrict us to the sphere of this judged age, baptism confirms within us the assurance of a full release at the Lord’s return at the end of this age:

“If we have been united with him in his death we ____________  _________  ____________  ___________ united with him in his resurrection”. (Romans 6:5)

C. The Only Appropriate Response To The Gospel

Is the act of immersion because it truly enacts the gospel.

Paul reckoned that there were three elements of his gospel preaching which were absolutely indispensable, of first importance. The middle one of the three may not have struck us as being essential to the gospel.

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are __________, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. “For what I received I passed on to you as _______  _______  ____________ that Christ ____________ _________  ___________  _________ according to the Scriptures, that he was ____________, that he _____   __________ on the third day according to the Scriptures”. (I Cor 15:1-4)

We need no persuading that Jesus’ death and resurrection are vital ingredients of the gospel. But what is so important about his burial? Because his body was laid to rest in a tomb sealed by Pontius Pilate with the Imperial Seal of the world’s supreme ruler the Roman Emperor, his death was officially declared as definite. Had his precious remains been thrown on the rubbish dump with those of the crucified criminals, his rising again could have been contended, his death could have been queried. 
Now, in Peter’s appeal for a response to the gospel on the day of Pentecost, we find three parallel elements to those three essentials of the gospel:

“Repent, and be baptized…and…receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. (Acts 2:38)

The middle element is again a burial.

D. It Prepares Us for Life on Earth Not for Heaven
The thief on the cross alongside Jesus went straight to Paradise without being baptized in water (Luke 23:43) because water baptism is not necessary for the life hereafter. Had he been spared death and allowed to come down from the cross this converted criminal would have requested to be baptized. Like Abraham, after his wife Sarah’s decease, he would also have requested,

“Let me bury my dead out of my sight”. (Genesis 23:8 RAV)

This was the identical response of the newly converted Ethiopian eunuch. After learning from Isaiah’s prophecy about Jesus that 

“His life was ________  ____________  _______  __________”. (Acts 8:33)

He requested that his life too should be cut off with his new Master from the godless society of mankind who had rejected him:

“Look, here is ________. Why shouldn’t I be ____________?” (Acts 8:36)

2. Only Effective by Faith
Paul reminded the Colossian believers that they were circumcised from the flesh life.

“having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him _________ _______  __________ in the power of God, who raised him from the dead”. (Colossians 2:12)
It is not a matter of some magical power in specially consecrated water from Bethlehem’s well or the river of Jordan, but faith in the God of Jesus’ resurrection. As the believers identifies with Jesus in his glorious resurrection through faith, he rises from the watery grave assured he can live in victory over the flesh from which Christ cut him free!

Peter also, in his reference to the Flood analogy, adds,

“Baptism…saves you by _____  ______________ of Jesus Christ, who has gone into ______________ and is at God’s ________________ ________- with angels, authorities and powers _______   _____________ to him”. (I Peter 3:21-22)

Effective baptism is not a question of having the correct form of words recited over you while you are in the water. Without faith in the risen Christ a candidate enters the waters as a dry sinner and leaves it as a wet sinner, even if an archangel, an apostle or an archbishop dynamically pronounces a correct theological formula over his head!
In fact, there is no correct baptismal formula given in the New Testament. Converts from paganism were to be baptized

“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. (Matthew 28:19)

Because they had worshipped many demonic gods. But in the book of Acts, God-fearing Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles who already acknowledged Jehovah now had to express their allegiance to Jesus, so they were baptized. 

-upon the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38)

-into the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 8:16; 19:5)

-in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 10:48)

If we translate the Greek text precisely.

The essential ingredient is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, not a fixed form of words. In fact, in New Testament times baptism was administered, making it virtually synonymous with faith.

3. Walk in Newness of Life

*Romans chapter 6 is the major New Testament statement on baptism. It does not dwell on method and procedure but on how to live the baptized life. The key-words of the passage are “know” “count” “offer” and “obey”.

1. Spiritual revelation of what happened to us in Christ’s death and resurrection, and which we acquired in baptism-that is the starting point (verses 1-10). “We know” (verses 3, 6, 9)

2. Mental reckoning enables us to appropriate our spiritual riches (verse 11). “count” (verse 11).

3. Practical rendering up, presenting our bodily members as obedient slaves to God (verses 12-23). “Offer” (verses 13, 16, 19,); “Obey” (verses 12, 16, and 17).

*We are warned in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 that making a sound start, including baptism, is no guarantee that we shall reach our inheritance. Five sins are mentioned which caused the children of Israel to die in the wilderness with their hopes unfulfilled:

-setting their hearts on evil things (v6)

-idolatry (v7)

-sexual immorality (v8)

-testing the Lord (v9), and

-grumbling (v10)

*The way to grow up to Christ-likeness is explained by Paul in Colossians 3:1-17 after he had told them the significance of their baptism (2:9-15):

“Since you have been raised with Christ set you hearts on things above”.

Then, from that resurrection perspective, you must put to death then “give me” (sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and desires and idolatrous greed) and the “I’ll-give-you” (anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying) of the old buried way of life, and “put on” the “give-and-take” (compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness and love) of the resurrection way of life.

It is symbolic that the newborn babe greets the world with clenched fists. One seems to say, “I’ll grab all I can get” and the other, “I’ll give you what’s coming to you”. That was our un-baptized attitude. But Jesus died with crucified open palms that seemed to say, “I can take whatever insults you force on me, and I will give you kindness in return”. And as he left his disciples at Bethany to ascend into heaven he lifted his open hands over them in blessing (Luke 24:50-51). He maintains that posture still, and in him we are like that now as those alive from the dead.
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